Pharyngeal entry through the vallecula.
The authors describe a technique of entry into the vallecula with the guide of a small Deaver retractor inserted transorally, beyond the tongue base, into the vallecula. The tip of the Deaver directs the surgeon to the pharyngotomy site and allows pharyngeal entry and access without damaging structures in the region. This technique is particularly useful in total laryngectomy with or without pharyngectomy and is applicable whenever entry to the pharynx through the vallecula is indicated.